
A R E  Y O U R  A D S  L E G A L ?
T R E C  R E V I S E D  A D V E R T I S I N G  R U L E S
M A Y  2 0 1 9

W H A T  D O  M Y  A D S  H A V E  T O  S A Y ?
LICENSE HOLDER'S NAME OR TEAM NAME
BROKER'S NAME IN AT LEAST HALF THE SIZE OF 
LARGEST CONTACT INFORMATION ON THE AD.

C A N  I  U S E  R E A L T O R ®  I N  M Y  A D S ?
Y E S !     O N L Y  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  
N A T I O N A L  A S S O C A T I O N  O F  R E A L T O R S ®
M A Y  U S E  T H E  T E R M  A N D  O N L Y  I N  C O N N E C T I O N
W I T H  A  P E R S O N A L  O R  F I R M  N A M E ,  C A N N O T  B E
U S E D  W I T H  A  T E A M .
 

USE THE FORM: NOTICE OF TEAM NAME FOR A BROKER'S
LICENSE,  IS AVAILABLE ON TREC'S WEBSITE. 

H O W  D O  I  R E G I S T E R  M Y  T E A M  N A M E  W I T H  T R E C ?

P U B L I C A T I O N S
B U S I N E S S  C A R D S
E L E C T R O N I C  M E D I A
S I G N S ,  B I L L B O A R D S ,
C A R  W R A P S / D E C A L S

E X A M P L E S :  

W H A T  I S  A N  A D ?

A N Y  F O R M  O F
C O M M U N I C A T I O N  B Y  O R
O N  B E H A L F  O F  A
L I C E N S E  H O L D E R
D E S I G N E D  T O  A T T R A C T
T H E  P U B L I C  T O  U S E  R E A L
E S T A T E  B R O K E R A G E
S E R V I C E S .  

C A N  I  U S E  A N Y  N A M E  A S  A  T E A M
N A M E ?
NO!     TEAM NAMES MUST END WITH "TEAM" OR
"GROUP" AND CANNOT CONTAIN TERMS THAT IMPLY
THE TEAM IS OFFERING BROKERAGE SERVICES
INDEPENDENT OF THE BROKER.  

R E A L T O R ®  M E A N S  = M E M B E R

C A N  I  U S E  A  N I C K N A M E ,  M I D D L E  N A M E
O R  A L T E R N A T E  N A M E  I N  M Y  A D S ?
YES!     THE NAME MUST BE REGISTERED WITH TREC
BY USING THE FORM : NOTICE OF ALTERNATE NAME
USED BY A SALES AGENT OR BROKER LICENSE.



D O  T H E S E  E X A M P L E S  C O M P L Y  W I T H
T H E  L A W  A N D  T H E  C O D E ?
I F  Y O U  C A N  R E P L A C E  T H E  T E R M  " R E A L T O R ® "
W I T H  T H E  W O R D  " M E M B E R ,  
T H E N  I T  P A S S E S  T H E  T E S T .
R E M E M B E R  T O  U S E  P U N C T U A T I O N !  

DO THE 
MEMBER
TEST!

LEGAL? NOT LEGAL?

Don't sell your home alone!

Call John Smith

512-123-4567

Don't sell your home alone!

Call John Smith, REALTOR®

512-123-4567

Jane Doe Realty

The Smith Company,

 REALTORS®

512-123-4567

The Smith Team

512-123-4567

ABC Realty, REALTORS®

W H A T  M A K E S  A N  A D  M I S L E A D I N G ?
ONETHAT IDENTIFIES A SALES AGENT AS A BROKER
ONE THAT IS INACCURATE IN ANY MATERIAL FACT OR REPRESENTATION
ONE THAT DISPLAYS THE VALUE OF A PROPERTY, UNLESS BASED ON
APPRAISAL ALSO DISCLOSED AND AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
A PROPERTY 
ONE THAT IMPLIES THE SALES AGENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE OPERATION
OF THE BROKERAGE
SECTION 535.155(d) of the TEXAS REAL ESTATE COMMISSION RULES

VISIT WWW.TREC.TEXAS.GOV FOR MORE INFORMATION


